2 Sermon, pꝛeached in the 
Ainiter at Lincotne ; by 
ne reuerend Father 15 


F Thomas L. err 


. of Lincolne the. 28. of 
Auguſt, ANG, | 


55 


Leh. els at 
TP by. Henrie ©; 
Middleton for Rafe 


Newberic,dwclling 1 in 


Flecreltrece — 2 


* ) © | * 


"7 Fas ot 
St O91 | ans», 8 
2 "x & _—_ 5 


meer E * 


re 


d 
"*. 


'S 


w 
* * 


bh VV willof ſome, vvi 
very buſilie to get tlus ſermon 
S 5 7 
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He Iperceiuedthe neſt good 
Klo, wich ate aines 
E ex. 


uitely penned, as it vvas pithilie 
ſpolcẽ, & had therwithal had the view 
of the halte ( & as it vvere the mai⸗ 


o 


- 


:vvhoſe handes by the meanes of a 
friende this true and perfecte copie 
came) thought my ſelte to be blame 
Should denie to further 
"the honeſt defire of welmeaning chri- 
ſtians. The excellencic of the thing 
made maniomen to requeſt i and the 
delire of many made me to print 
it, hoping that among ma- 
nie ſome vvil take pro- 
fite by it. fare 


vvell. 
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A Sn no leſſe 


godly then necellarie, pꝛeached 
in the Minſter ar Lincolne by the 
reuerende Father, Thomas Cooper, Bys 
shoppe of Lincolneon the xxvin. day 
| I of Augult, 15 27. Treating on the * l. 
% . Chapter of Mitthewe verſe, 
2.2. 28 followeth. 


.be laſt day 
_——L} (dearely beloued)- 
ſwetly-gently and loningly our faui⸗ 
aur Ch2ikt fpake vnta vs, t with moſt 
tender andkinde heart called vs to fol? 


low hun. and alluxen vs to haue cats Iohn. 14.15. 


af our ſaluatton. i /n love me ſayde 


he) kexpo my commaridementss aſſu⸗ 


and benefites of his boly ſpirit, that 
he woulde not onely teacbe vs, and ba 


wouldr comt and dwell in vs, and ſq 
Ma A. ij. make 


ring va wichali of his ſingular graces 


our guide, hut that he andchis Father 
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Temple of the bleſſed Trynitie, And 


not only that he would make his dwel⸗ 
ling place in vs, but alſo abyde with 


vs 105 euer, that we might by him en- 
ioye eternal life. Theſe ſweerte allure⸗ 
ments ſhould not onely moue the hart 
of Chꝛiſtians to pietie and godlineſſe, 


but alſo canſe vs to haue an earneſt x 


carefull- conſideration of our ſonles 
health and not to neglect this time of 
Frate whereinthe long ſuffring of God 
doth mer cifully call vs to repentance, 
But lamientable it is, and it woulde 
make an true Chꝛiſtian heart blede 


lo tonſider, that the moſt part of vs are 


not onelp ſo careleſſe and negligent, 
but ſo dul of hearing, and ſo heard har⸗ 


ted, as we take no herd of gentle ſpeche, 


we be not mooned with ſ werte allure⸗ 
ments, pea, we be ſo a ſlepe in ſecuritie 
as no ſounde oz noyſe of Cods mercte 
will wake vs out of our deadly fom- 


ber. 


Abenteteb mertie and mide⸗ 
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leſſe mindes, ſ&ingſwete and gentle 
ſpeeche wil not waken aur fleepie and 
fluggiſh hearts, we muſt be contenten 
this daye to heare hun make terrible 
pꝛoclamation of his iuſtice, andtaput 
vs in minde of that dreadfultdanger, 


that we ſhal fal into, vnleſſe we ſpeedes 


ly haue regard vnto our ſouls. V Vhat 
doth it auaile a man (ſaithhe) if he win 


the vyhole vvorlde and looſe his one 


ſoule, for it shal come to paſſe that the 
ſonne of man & c. The ſomme of Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtes ſpecche is this. The ſonne of man 
aſſuredlie shall come vvith mightye 
povver to iudge the vvorlde, and giue 
to euerie man according to his deſerts: 
therfore it behoueth you to haue care 
of your ſoules. This ſhoꝛt argument 
tompꝛehendeth great and ample mat⸗ 
ter, of ſome part whereof J meane at 
this time by Gods ſufferance to ſpeak, 


and firſt ofthe Antecedent, and then ok 


the concluſion. Firſt therefoze J will 
let pon vnderſtande that the dape of 
iudgement ſhall be, and that ſperdelp. 
Secondly how and after what ſoꝛt it 
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| 
Halbe. And then wil J adde the conclu · 
fon,how we ſhoulde haue care of our 
foules and pꝛepare our ſelues fo the 
. comming of that dag. 
That there ſhalbe a iudgement, It 
there were no moꝛe placesin the whole | 
ſcripture, this one might be fufficicnt, | 
eſpecially if we conſider who it is that 
Matt.16. ſpeaketh it, that is, Chꝛiſt our Sani- 
our, the Sonne of God and trueth it 
felfe. It hal come to paſſe(ſaith he)that 
the Tonne of man shal come in the glo- 
rie of the Father with his Angels, an 
then shal he giue to cuerie man accor- 
ding to his doings. But beſide this te⸗ | 
ſtimonie the holy Ghoſt in ſundꝛy pla- ⸗ 
ces of the Ocripture beareth witneſte | 
| to the ſame, Novv (ſaith S. Paul) God 
Afi; denounceth to al men in al places that 
they should repent, becauſe he hath 
{ct a day vvherein he vvil by that mã, 
vvhome he hath appointed, iudge the 
vvorlde in righteouſneſſe. And againe: 
vve al shall appcare before the iudge- 
Nom. 14. ment ſeate of Chriſt that euerie man 


may yelde to God an accompt for him 
ſelſe. 


 dHzedyeres befoze Ch:ilt came in icih, ! 
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ſelfe. And fo the Cozinthians: vve mult 18 i" 
al appeate before the judgement ſcate »” . 
of Chriſt, chat cuerie man may re- | 
ceiue the yyorkes of his,bodie accor- 
dingtothat he hath done. be it good Dans 


or bade. 1 Zach. 
But what. would A win reko⸗ Z 3 

ning vp of manic teſtimonios ſeing the pi; 

holy Striptures aro ful of thanz, And 4 , 

thereloꝛe the Avoltles of Chyiſt r after 3 

thi the holy Fathers or the firſt Church C 

haue [apdzt-downe as a neceſlarie ar 15 

ticle of Chziſtian faith, tho denping oz 

doubting wherof muſt nedes ſubuert 

al Chziſtian religion, and make vs the | 

molt miſcrable of almen. | 
Wherefoze Chziſtians that haus 1 

fœeble and wauering faith, inthele mi⸗ 1 

ſerable and daungeroas dapes, mul | | | 

ſake by all godly meanes to ſtreng⸗ | 

then their conſciences herein. Wherge 16 

vnto this reaſon followarg muſt be | 

of great waight and impoztance with 

al them that haue any ſenſe of God, 

The Pꝛophetes of God nin hun⸗ 
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denonncedbnfo the woꝛlde, that the 
true Sauiour Chꝛiſte Jeſus ſhould be 
ſenf to wozke the redempfton of man⸗ 


 Kynde, anddeſcrineth his Conception, 


his Patiuitie, the place andmaner of 
his birth, his ſkate — condition in the 
world, finally his death, his reſurrecti⸗ 
on and aſcention. All which things we 
ſe haue vntallibly come to paſſe many 
peres ſince. Therefoze thoſe things, 
that they haue pꝛopheſied of the laſt 
dap, and of his comming to iudgemet, 
muſt alfo pꝛoue as true, and as cer⸗ 
teinly in due time come to paſſe, But 
happilp many be ſo farre gon in hea⸗ 
thenilhe infidelitie, that they beleeue 
not the Scriptures , yea they will 
ſcoffe and ſco2ne at this talke , and 
thinke it is no better thã a bug to feare 
babes withall. Pea and theſe happyly 
ſhall be in no ſmall place and counte- 
nance in the woꝛld. Foz the wozld is 
fo great with them, that they foꝛget 
God altogether, Of theſe ſpeaketh ©. 

Peter, There shall come ( ſayth he) in 


the latter dayes ſcorners, vvalking af- 
ter 
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ter their ovvn luſt, and ſaying, vvhere 
is the promiſe of his comming? For 
ſince the fathers ſlept, all things conti- 
nue alike from the beginning of the 
creatiõ. Who heareth not ſuch vopces 
ſpꝛead comdbly among the iolieſt ſozt of 
men in this woꝛlde, oz if many doe not 
heare the, who is it, 9 bythe obſtinate 
contempt of Gods holy woꝛde, the diſ⸗ 
dain of his meſſengers, and by the vn⸗ 
bꝛideled loſeneſſe of mens liues, may 
not iuſtly gather, that this opinion is 
in the hearts of very manp? But J wil 
anſwere them as S. Peter in effect 
doth immediatelp folowing, that is, 
that heauen and earth doth ſo long re⸗ 
maine, becauſe they are pꝛeſerued by 
the wo de of their almightie Creatoz 
and maker, who as by his woꝛde he 
made it of nothing, fo, when he ſhall 
appoint the time, it ſhall ende and pe⸗ 
riſhe, foꝛ the ſame woꝛde, that had po⸗ 
wer to make the woꝛlde of nothing: 
hath alſo like power , when it ſhall 
ſeeme god to diſſolue it. Fo2 pꝛoſe here 
of: th e wozld continued from the firſt 
A. v. cre⸗ 
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— creation, vntill the generall deluge of 
Noah, being appointed by the determi⸗ 
ned decree of Gods holy pꝛouidence 
that it ſhould ſo do, and when the ſame 
almightie woꝛde of God had ſapd,that 
fioz ſinne he would deſtroy the whole 
woꝛlde with water, it was without 
ſtay perfourmed, Therefozc fering the 
ſame pꝛouidence by bis holy ſpirit hath {| 
ſapde alſo that in the ende it ſhall de 
conſumed? with fire, the lame woꝛde 
ſhall as aſſurcdlip be veryfied. - Foz 
heauen and earth ſhall periſhe and 
paſſe away in vanitie, but the woꝛde 
of God ſhall not periſh, but that cuery 
iote thereof ſhal be perkourmed. But, 
as J haue ſayd, theſe men make ſmall | 
account of Gods woꝛde, J will there- 
fo:e leaue Chꝛiſttaus, and turne my 
ſcife to Heathens and Paganes, fo: 
ſuche are theſe ſcoꝛning and loſo Epi⸗ 
cures of whome S. Peter ſpeaketh, al⸗ 
though they hive themſelues vnder the 
tloàkes of Chꝛiſtians. I aſke them 
therefoꝛe, whether they belteue there 
is a God oꝛ na? If they will ſay . 
71 Or 
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For the foolish hath ſaide in his heart, 
there is no God: Then will J, will 
them to beholde the whole woꝛld, and 
the maruellous woꝛkemanſhip theres 
of. The Sunne, the Pone, the ſtarres 
and planets, with the wonderfull mo⸗ 
ning and courſe of the ſame, the earth, , 
| the water, the ayze,and all the beauti⸗ | 
full furniture therecf, beaſtes, trees, 

plantes, foules, fyſhes, rapne, haile, 


— ooo cd 


| | | ; 
thunder, lightning, with the reſidue of | 
Gods maruellous wo2kes in his creas == | 
tures, and the maner of growing, bꝛee⸗ 


ding, and encreaũng ofthe ſame, and ö 
vndoubtedly the almightie power, the i 
exceeding wiſedome and vneſtimable ö 
godneſſe that ſhall appeare in theſe | 
things, muſt needes conuince them in 1 
their owne conſciences that there is a [| 
God, which in ſo cxcxding and goods 
| {ymanerhath framed them. Vea, if he 
be woꝛthy the name of a man, let him 
ſelfe conſider but the framing of a litle 
babe in his mothers wombe,from ſerd 
toſkpnne, ſinews, vepnes, arteries, 
bones,fleſh,lyfe and reaſonable ſoule, [| 
and + 
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and berie reaſon it ſelfe will fell him, 
that it is an euerlaſting power that 
docth it. Foz the weighing thereof 
hath couinced the conſciences of great 
learned Philoſophers, that haue tri 
ued to perſuade them ſelnes the ton 
trary. Oh wil they ſap, theſe are done 
by courſe ok nature. 
Why, and what is that they call 
Nature: oz what is it, that doeth di⸗ 
recte that courſe 2 is it any thing elſe 
then the finger of God wozking in his 
creatures: Seneca an heathen Philos 
ſopher can witnefſe ſo much. Seeing 
then there muſt needes be a God, let 
them reaſon thus with themſelues.3f 
there be a God, he muſt needes be a 
iuſt God, and the office ot iuſtice is to 
rewarde them that be god, and to pu⸗ | 
niſh them that be cuill, Fo2 this direc- 
tion the ſame God by nature hath im⸗ | 


pzinted in vs. But in this lyfe, al» 
though God oftentimes ſhewe ſome 
notable examples of his iuſtice, in re- 
warding the god, and puniſhing the 
euill, vet moſt commonly the wicked 
doe pꝛoſper and flouriſhe, as Dauid 
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tn ſundꝛy places complayneth,and cd- 
trarywiſe the faythfull andgodly are {8 
afflicted. Jn ſo muche that S. Paule 
ſayth,vvho ſo euer vvill hue godly in 
Chriſt Ieſu, shall be ſure to ſuffer per- 
| ſecution, andtherfoze it is truelp ſaid. 
| ur comes euangeli, the croſſe is the vs 


2.Tim.3. 


ſuall companion ofthe Golpell. Pen [1 


ſuch is the miſerie and trouble of gd | 
men in this woꝛlde that Saint Paule 8 
ſayth, if there be not a reſurrection ot i. Cor. ij. | 
the deade, andanother life after this, 
| Chaiſtians are of all other moſt miſe⸗ | 


rable. Chziſt him ſelfe in many places 
telleth his fapthfull and bleſſed Apo⸗ 
ſtles, and vnder their names all other | | 
true Chꝛiſtians, that they ſhoulde not 1 
in this woꝛlde be ſo ſure of any thing i 
| as of affliction , trouble, and per⸗ 

ſetution. Wherefoze it muſt needes 4 
| folow as a moſt neceſſarie conſequent, 


that after this life there muſt be a 
iudgement, in which men accoꝛding to 
the vnkallible iuſtice of God, muſt re⸗ 
ttiue as Chꝛiſt ſapth in this place, ac- 
cording to their doings, be it good = 
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bad. This reaſon hathperſuadedthe 

moſt parte of ̊ heathen Philoſophers, 

that the ſoule of man is immoꝛtal, and 
receiueth after this life cyther reward 
dn puniſhment. Pea, in perſuaſion 

hereof, ſome with their owne handes 
haue diſpatched: them ſelues out of = 
this life, as it is wzitenof Cato Vii» | 
cenſis, and other: And a great number 
vpon the ſame hope ok a better life af- 
ter this haue conffantly contem⸗ 
ned death, and cherctully receiued the 
ſame. ®cing then heatben perſones 
that neuer had the true knowledge of 
God, bythe very leading of humane 
reaſon haue growne to an aſſured per⸗ 
ſuaſion, that atter this life there ſhuld | 
be a iudgement fo2 the rewarding of 
the godly, and puniſhing of the wic⸗ 
ked:TWhat a dꝛeadtull infidehtic1s it 
in Chꝛiſtians to ſceme any thing 10 
daubt of the ſame: 

FLeing therefoze it is by Gods holy 
— and by reaſon conuinced that 
there ſhall be a iudgement after this 
le, it remapneth that we as 

nz 
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vleth in che ſcriptures, to declare the 


_ tyin the night, when ths maſter and 
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vnderſtand, that it ſhall come to paſſe 
very ſhoꝛtly. And foz pꝛoofe hereot let 


vs firſt cal to minde the ſimilitude and 


boꝛowed ſpeeches that the holy Ghoſt 


ſodaine comming thereof. oe 
Chzilt himſelfe and . Paule compa- 
reth it to a thief that commeth ſodain⸗ 


family thinketh ofno danger, but that 
quictly take their reſt. It the 


hous holder had knovve (ſaith chaiſt) 
at vvhat houre the thiefe vvould haue 
come, he'vvoulde haue vvatched and 


not ſuſſred his houſe to haue ben bros 


Ken vp. V Vatch you thereſore and be 
ready, for the ſonne of man vvil come 
you knovve not at vvhat houre, . 
Paule reſembleth the comminge of 
the laſt day not onely to the ſodaine aſs 
ſault of a thiefe in the night but to the 
thowes of a woman traueiling with 
chylde. Foz this he ſaith: V Vhen 8 
zhal ſay vato you peace peace and 

is vvell, then ſodainly chall deſtructi- 


on come vpon them as the pangesof 
a YVO- 


Matt. 2 


Act.1. 


. . foze,Dercly bcloued,you muſt be aſs 
ſured that in a moment, yea ,euen in 
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a vvoman in trauaile, & they shall not 
ſcape it. | 

In which woꝛdes he noteth þquiet- 
nes & ſecure peace of confidence 4 god 
eſtatep men ſhal haue at the later day. 
Chꝛiſt Matt. 24. cõpareth it to a flaſhe 
of lightening comming from the Eaſt 
vnto the Weſt,then which, pou know 
nothing can be moze ſodaine,fo2 it is 
done in the twinkling of an eye. Ther⸗ 


the twinkling of an eye, when you be 
intfiolt ſecurtitic, the laſt day ſhall op- 
pꝛeſſe pau. And therefoze no man is 
hable to aſſigne the day, the moneth oz 
the pere, as ſome pꝛeſumtuouſſꝑ haue 
taken vpon them. Fo2 Chailt himſelſe 
ſaith,it is not knowen to the Angels 
ofheauen, nonoz the ſonneofmanun 
that he 1s man : but to his Godheade 
nothing is vnknowne, The wiſdome 
of God hath kept this ſecret from all 
men, thereby to ſtirre vp the faithful 
alway to be in a readineſſe. Foz ſuch 


is the frowardneſſe of our coprupt nas 
| ure, 
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zu, . th patience 908 Ton 
laye, We abuſe and long 
ſafferance of God to ot owne further 
condemnation. We onght therf0ze 
to frame over ſelues in af as 
#enery'oey ſhould be the lat dayt of 
the 6206; 9; af theleaff the lalt dare 
or our ie, 
Ano alchdugh the houre; vay 67 pere 
| "of laſt comming de to vs vi!» 
kne wen, ber hath he giuen vs terteine 
tokens whereby we map alſurevly K 
know when it appꝛocheth 92 ee 
mh. 02 thus he wiiketh: carne a Mat. 1 
BY arabic A di tlie Ng tree when his Mar. 13 
braßeßde le vet de atd-the-leanes Luke. 19. 
; 
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| prone, velenow that former e | 

90 Her vie vvheh Ye hallfee t i 

thinges come to © be\ V phe 5 | 
"1* 15 nere euten at the 7 e⸗ | 
ly, deartlybeloued thtre is nothinge 
mentioned there by Chꝛiſt to tome be⸗ 1 
foze the laſt day, oꝛ by the holy Shot fl 
in any vther plate of the S 
but it is cuidentlp enen to the eye of 
al faithful people —_— that fo a- 1 
J. ne 
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n ything that we know fo the contra⸗ 
* may loke foz it euen this pere, 
ꝛuen this moneth,cuen this day, euen 
this hours , and J beſeche almightie 
Gaddexpely to impzelle this cogitatis 
on into our hearts, that we may ſaye 

15 .Hicrome VVhether vve eate | 
or vvhether vve drinke, or vvhatſoe- 


Matt uer vve doe, vve may ſeeme to heare 
D he voyce of the Archangel continu- | 


Mar. iz. 74 
ly ſovvning in our eares, Sgite mor- 
Luke. 1g. 1 venite ad udicmm . Aryſe pe dead 
and 2 In the Ooſpel 
1! Chailt firſt noteth theſe ſignes and to ⸗ 


Kkens that ſhall appcare befoze the | 
later day, in the ſunne, the mane, the 
ſtarres and planets, in the ayze, in the 
water, in the earth, in the Church, in 
the ſtate of pꝛincipalities and king⸗ 
domes, in the lifes behauiour of me, 
e Iſhoulde ſtande to rehearſe | 

: 


rticularly, and ſoꝛ pzoofe adde the 
teſtimonie of times and witneſſe of 
hiſtozies in this latter age, an whole | 
day would not ſuffice foz y declaration 
n not had within ihis | 

(we 


2 a _ 


| ; . Py 
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few-yeres abouc an hundzed eclypſes 
of the Sunne and ol the Pane? haue 
we not ſene many Cometes and other 
ſtrange and wonderous fierie i 

ſions in the ayze? haue we not had * 
| many hozrible tempeſtes of winde, 

trapne, haple, ſnowe, thunder and ligh⸗ 

tening to the great hurt of man and 

beaſt: What ſhal J ſapoł the greatde⸗ 
| luges of water, at Naples, at Rome, 
in Germanic, in Flaunders, in Eng⸗ 
land? ſnowe hath fallen twentie Cu⸗ 
bites dape, the Sea about Pontus 
hatb bene froſcn to the thickeneſe of 
thirtie cubites,Carthquakes, in Jtas 
lie diuers, in Greece, in Alta, in Bar- 
barie, in Spaine, in England à many 
other places. As foꝛ monſters both by 
ſea and by land, of men x ok beaſts, a [| 
marueilous number: 2K mainie of [ 
whichare recoꝛded and put in waiting 
with the note of their times, places E 
ſignes, aud of theſe, maner of figures 
befoꝛe ſpoken ſundzie haue lighted | 
here with vs in this Nealme, ſo that | 
Weta not ſaꝝ but God foꝛewarneth | 
ü B. ii. vs 
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WW: as he hath done a» 
Naſh. Bat theſe things are paſs 
ap With geight confiveration, 
ca they hatte ranſes intident to 
ature whereby they may be thought 
— come. Wirt chꝛiſtians ought not fo 
lichtly to let flippe thoſe ſignes and 
ſoꝛewarninges which our mercifull 
Loꝛd and grarious Damour the true⸗ 
elt Pꝛophet that euer was hath giuen 
ds to ſtirre vp our faith and expectati⸗ 
on or his laſt comming, that dur mai- 


ſter when he commeth ſodainely may 


not unde vs as lewde ſernants ce 
ping in fecuritie,andcontempt of God 
and godlyneſſe, and ſo being taken be 
taſt into that place, where ſhalbe we⸗ 
banned athing of teeth, foz euer to 
tontinite"in 5 poztion of hypocrites, 
— yur of that —— and diſ⸗ 

and gotternour of thoſe ſeconde 
Fs dune they attribut theſe 
erkrhoꝛdinatte euents: is it not our 
Loꝛd and Gdd maker of heauen and 


earth, who guydeth al things that be 


done, not onetpby nature, but =_— 
alſo 
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alſo as ſæme to vs to fall hychaunce⸗ 
Foz if a ſparowe fall not, 9 2 little 
wozme of the earth. cræpe not. 02 3 
rude Aſſe wander not without his 
certeine pꝛouidente, much moꝛe ought 
we to beiecue that ſa ſtrange thinges 
as J baue (poken of befaze, art not 
diſpoſed by any other power to fall in 
| theſeoz thoſe dayes but by his onely, 
| to veryfie the pꝛomiſes, thzeatnings 
and fozewarnings, that his ſonne our 
| Samourhathgiuen vs of his laſt cõ⸗ 
ming to iudgement. By the like cons 
tempt and miſinterpzet ing of thoſe 

| ſignes and wenderous tokens that 
| God ſent befo2ze the deſlruction of 
Dieruſalem, the ſtubbourne Jewes 
by gods iuſt iudgment, hardened their 
heartes, and foaded ſoo2th themſelues 
with vaine hope vntill the very dape 
that the wꝛath of Godin moſt dead⸗ 
ful maner did light vpon the, with the 
vtter deſtruction of their citie and de⸗ | 
ſolation of their people, There appea- | 
red a Comet and other firie impꝛeſ⸗ Ws || 
ſions, but they aſſigned: the cauſes. to | 
B.iij. nature 
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nature as we doe, Aman ſeuen peres 
together neuer teaſed crying, V Vo be 
to Ieruſalem, vvo be to Ieruſalem, and 
they imputed it to madneſſe. 


Che great bzaſen gate of the tem 


ple which twentie men might ſcant 
open, beeing faſt barred and locked, 
without handes ſundꝛie times ruſhed 
open, and they {aide it was a ſigne of 
Gods fauour and of great pꝛoſperitie 
to come vnto them, but in the end, as 
J haue ſaid, thep were ſurpꝛiſed with 
molt miſerable deſolation. Chꝛiſtians 
ſhould beware by their folly, Foz ſure- 
ly J thinke that the ende of the peo⸗ 
ple ofthe Jewes, andthe deſtruction 
of their citie and Temple is a type 
and figure of the laſt dap, and of thoſe 
things that ſhall then happen in the 
Church, as 3 coulde moze largely des 
clare ił time wouldſuffer me, But be- 
cauſc this kinde of ſignes is ſo neglec⸗ 
ted with manie, and finde ſuch ſhiftes 
in mans reaſon to auoid the ſignifica- 
tion of them, foz the aſſured pzofe of 
the appꝛoching ef the laſt daye, J * 
. re 
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reſt onely vpon thz& o foure places + -0 of ;./ i. 
of the woꝛde of God, which ſhall bzing bc pv "hy .* 
ſo euident teſtimonie thereof, as no d 
mi that hath anie ſenſe of a true chꝛi⸗ 
ſcian, and is not altogether caried a⸗ 
| way with the loue of the wozlde , and 

luſtes of the fleſh can with ſafe conſci- 
hence denie it. The firſt is Daniel. Lo 
whom when it pleaſed Godin a viſi⸗ Dan. 7. 
on to declare that ſtate of the wo2lde 
that ſhould be cuen fo the endthereof, 
by the figure of the foure beaſtes, he 
| deſcribedpfoureEmpires,that ſhould 
| folloby one the other befoze the ende. 


The Babylontans by a lpon, whiche 
ſhould be deſtroyed and eaten vp by 
the Beare ofthe Perſians, and that | 
conſumed and waſted by the fours 
Leopards of the Gretians, and that 
rent and tozne, and trampled vnder 
fot by the terrible monſter ofthe Ro- 
manes after which there is no menti⸗ 
on made ofanp other Empire but one⸗ 
' ly that litle hoꝛne, that grewe out of 


and power,by which is ment the king 


the Romanes Empire to great might | | 
B. iii. dome 


. 


A godly ſermon __ 


dome of Aatichziſt that hall fight a- 
gainſt the Saints of Ood in the latter 
ende ol the wozlde. Which kingdomg 


- of Antichzift now this many peares 


bath ſhewen it (elſe in the power of 
the Turke and of the Pops. Now dere 
ly beloued waigh theſe things, The 
Empire of the Babylonians continue 
ed not long after this viſſon, but was 
- Cubdued hy the Perũans. The Empire 
of Perſia continued. 231. yeares and 
was conquered by Alexander andthe 
Gretians. The Gretian empire in A- 
lexander and his ſucceCours deuided 
into fou re kingdomes pꝛoſpered about 
300, yeres, and after great and longe 
warres was conſumed by the Ko⸗ 
manes which in growing 4 declyning 
bath now continued aboue a thouſand 
yeres and an halfe and is come euen 
to the laſt pinche, euen to tho fate and 
toes mixed with bꝛaſſe andclaye as 
the ſame Daniel deſcriueth it Chap. 9. 
to note the weakeneſſe and ſmall 
ſtrength thereof in the ende. For who 
ſeth not nowe y the einpire is almoſt 

nothing, 
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nothinge, and conſiſtcth anely of 
a fewe free Cityes in Germanye? 
Fo2 all the reſidue, it bath left vnto 
the wozlde,as all men may fe, the pas 
wer of the Turke and of.the Pops 
which both baue ryſen,and continued 
very neare about one time. Faz Mas 
homet in e Aralua, and the Pope in 
Rome beganne their vſurpation with⸗ 
in twelue veres together, Nowe im 
mediately in the ende of the Ramant 
Empire and power of Antichaft, Das 
well deſcribeth the comming of Chꝛiſt 


to indgment, And I bcheld(ſayth Das Dan. 7.9 


niell) vntill the thrones vvere ſet vp, 
and the ancient of dayes did fit, and ſo 
foꝛth, in ſuche ſozt as pou ſhall after 
heare in the deſcription of the laſte 
iudgement. Being therefo2e experi⸗ 
ence of times bathe taught vs the 
trueth in the fozmer part of this pꝛo- 
pheſie, touching the ryſing, ſucceſſion, 
and decaye: of other kingdomes, we 
mult nerdes beleve, if we haue any 
Chaiſtian fayth in vs;y the fame ſpirit 
of God will perfozme = like tructh 

v, in 
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in thcreſfidue, and that the ende of the 
wo2lde, and the laſt iudgement ſhall 
folowe vpon the decape of the Ro- 
mane Emptre, and by the comming 
of our Sauiour Chzilt, vtterly deſtroy 
and pull downe the power of Antt- 
chzilte, 
The ſcconde teſtimonie of the holp 
Scriptures, foʒ the apzoching of the 
laſt dape, in S. Paule to the Theſſal. 
Let no man deceiue you, ſayth he, by 
any meancs. For the Lorde shall not 
come, except there come a falling a- 
vvay firſt, and that the man of ſinne be 
1 firſt, che ſonne of perdition. 
what doth S. Paul meane thinke you 
by falling avvay? undoubtedly a great 
and wonderfull reuolting, and falling 
from the fayth of Chaiſt. 
Nowe call to your remembzance 
that within a meane number of yercs 
aftcr.Ch2iltes aſcention, all the the 
partes of the woꝛlde ſubmitted them 
telues to the fayth of Chailt, as the hy- 
—— do euidently declare. All e /a, 
uon to od vttermolt partes of the 
Indians. 
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Indians. All Affrike, euen to the ex⸗ 
treame boꝛders of the Acthiopes, All 
Europe without exceptionot any part, 
Adde alſo the Jles about the mayne 
land, among which we ofthis Realme 
dl England are. Conceiue wel in your 
mynde this general pzofeſſton of Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian fayth, that then was ouer all the 
| earth, and then viewe and conſider in 
{ your myndes, the ſtate of Chꝛiſtiani⸗ 
tie af this day, and bndoubtedlp pou 
| thal perceine a maruellous reuolting 
| and falling from the kapth of Chꝛiſte, 
| to haue bene nowe a god many peres. 
The furthermoſt partes of Aſia eaſt⸗ 
ward, fallen againe ether to heathe⸗ 
niſhe Idolatrie, oꝛ to ſuch ſuperſtition 
às doth not much differ from it. All the 
| reſidueofAſia, together with a great 
part of Atfrike, adde alſo no ſmall poz- 
tion of Europe vnder the Turke, re- 
uolted to the wicked blaſphemie of 
Pahomet : ſo that the countries of the 
woꝛld that nowe pꝛofeſſe Chꝛiſte. are 
not the tenth part ol them that befoze ö 
fine haue bene chꝛiſtian. Pea and a⸗ 
| mong 
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mong them that pꝛoleſſe the chꝛiſtian 
religion in Europe, foz the moze part 
a number of peres haue bene taried as 
way with the ſuperſtition and idola⸗ 
trie of the Antichz2ilt of Rome. In lo 
much that if Chziſte doe nowe come,in 
compariſon of the multitude of miſs 
treants, he ſhal find true that he ſpake 
in the Goſpel:vvhen the ſonne of man 
Shall come, doeſt thou thinke he shall 
findeanyfayth in the earth? Seing 
therfoꝛe we ſcenow p general apoſtacy 
and reuolting from the fapth nowe in 
our time fallen out, the want whereof 
- p2incipally S. Paul accounteth in his 
time to be the ſtaye of Chꝛiſtes com⸗ 
ming, we mult needes be perſuaded 
that it can not be farre off, 
As touching the latter part of S. 
Paules wozdes to the Theſſal, Of 
the reucaling of the man of ſinne, the 
ſonne 7 5. vyhich is an aduer 


ſarie and is exalted aboucall that is 
called God, ſo that he as God, ſitteth 
in the Temple of God, cheyving him 


ſelfe that he is a God: becauſe thefull 
_ bs 
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diſcourſe fo2 the p2ofe of the comming 
of this Antichꝛiſte woulde require a 
long pꝛoteſſe, and moꝛe then this time 
woulde bearc, fo; the tryall thereof, 
call to pour rememb2ance thts bꝛiefe 
| note, That ſince the declination and 
 decayoftheRomameEmbpire, foz the 
ſpate ok certeine hundꝛed peres, vou 
haue ferne enen in the church of God, 
tuen in Italy, even in the ſeate ropall 
of the Empire ol Rome, a certeine pos 
wer, which vnder the pꝛetente ol ho⸗ 
Ipneffe, hath aduanted it ſelfe-abortre al 
kings and pꝛinces of the earth, that 
hath claymed the full power of both 
ſwo2des; and to that purpoſe hath ſhes 
wed it ſelfe in open p2oceſſion, the one 
day in his pontificall oꝛnaments, and 
the next in armour like a pꝛince: that 
| hathalſo auaunted, that he hach al pos 
wer immediately from God, and all 
kings of the earth by mediation from 
him: that hath put the ſame in pꝛattiſe 
bhp depoſing pꝛintes, t altring of titles 
| At his pleaſure i in eArragon, in Naples, 

in Slellein Englãd, in Frannce,in the 
Empire 
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mpire it ſelfe, and welnere in al pla⸗ 
ces of Chꝛiſtendome: that hath had 
Cmperours, Kings , and Pzinces to 
holde his b2idle, to goe at his ſtirrop, 
to kyſſe his feete,to ſtande at the gates 
of his citie whole dayes together bare⸗ 
fotcd, and coulde not haue grace to 
come to his pꝛeſence, that hath dꝛiuen 
the nobleſt Pꝛince in the earth, to put 
his head vnder his fete, and he in the 
meane time with outrageous blaſphe- 
mie, cauſed this verſe of the Pſalter to 
be ſong: Seper aſpidem & Baſihſcuns 
ambulabis, conculcabis Leonem & Dra- 
cone. As if he ſhould haue ſayd,behold 
here is that pzoude Antichailt, that the 
Scriptures witneſſeth, ſhoulde treade 
vnder his fete the moſt noble ſtate of 
Emperours, s in the face ofthe wozld, 
apply vnto him ſelfe that verſe which 
the Pꝛophet ment cf the ſonne of God, 
and ſauiour of the woꝛlde Chꝛiſt Jeſu, 
all J tap further to your remem⸗ 
bzance, that you haue ſeene this power 
thewe him ſelfe as p2oudly towarde 
God, as he hath done to pꝛinces of 2 
carty, 
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earth , that he hath called hym ſclfe 
the heade of the vniuerſall church, 
Chꝛiſtes Uicar in earth, that he hath 
taken vpon him koꝛ money and bꝛybe⸗ 
rie, to ſell remiſlion of ſinnes, to. diſs 
pence with moſt hozrible vices againſt 
the lawe of God, to deliuer from hell, 
to dilmiſſe out of purgatozie, to com⸗ 
maunde the Angels of heauen, to al⸗ 
ter the oꝛdinances and inſtitutions of 
Chzilt, That hath luft ed his paralites 
| fo pzoclatme that he hath a diuine po⸗ 
wer in him, aboue the nature of man, 
that he can not erre, that he is another 
Godin earth, that he is neyther God 
nioꝛ man, but a monſter between both, 
Theſe pꝛoperties J ſay cal to pour cõ⸗ 
ſider ation, and compare them with the 
diſcriptions of Antichziſt, made by the 
P2ophets and Apoſtles, and then dout, 


il you can, whether the man of ſinne, 
the ſonne ol perdition. be come into the 
woꝛld oz no, and conſequentlip, whe⸗ 
ti 


er the end of the woꝛld, and the coins 
ming of the laſt dzeadfull judgement, 
be euen at hand oz no. 1 

The 
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© Avodlyſcrmon 
- The tpirde teſtimonte is taken out 
of the words of CH2if, Luke. ry. where 
he ſapth; As it vvas in the dayes of 
Noe, {o:$hall it be alſo in the daye 
of the ſonne of man, they did eate 
and drmłe, they married vviues and 
vvere matried, euen vnto the day that 
Noe went into the Arke, &c. Like. 
Vviſe allo as it vvas in the dayes of 
— — und eare, 2 
y honehrt they ſolde, they planted, 
they burſded, nil the RA ive that 
Loth vvertt out of Sodome, and ſo- 
deinly it rayned fire and brimſtone 
from heaucn and ceſtroyec them. 
Fuen thus grall it be in the day that 
the ſonne of man $hal bereuealed. &c. 
Why yon will fay vnto me it is no of- 
fence to cate, to dꝛinke, to marry, to 
plante, to buy, to ſell. to duilde: and 
thofe things haue bene vſed in al ages. 
True it is that yon ſap, nepther doth 
Chꝛiſte this to repꝛoue thoſe things in 
them ſelues, but in thoſe woꝛds he no⸗ 
teth the great ſecuritie that was a⸗ 
mong men at thoſe dayes, and the - 
| cel⸗ 
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| teſſiue delight that they had in theſe 
pleaſures  o2namentes of ths wozld,. 
repoſing ſuche confidence in them, as 
though the woꝛld ſhould foz euer haue 
continued, and as if there had beene 


none other heauen to haue reſted in 
bat this. And in the truſt hereor vyd 
they neglect the pꝛeaching, warning e 
calling to repentance vſed by de and 
Toth, cuen vntill Gods wꝛath came 
vpou them: and euen in like maner 
-voth Chuiſt ũgniſie that it ſhould be in 
the ende ok the woꝛloe. And when 
pꝛape pou was there, ſince the woꝛlde 
was firſt made, ſo great ſeturitie in 
| finne, ſuch contempt of godlineſſe, ſuch 
' confidence in wozlvlye pꝛoſperite, | 
' Cache fcaſting , banquetting , and 
daintie feeding, ſuch goꝛgeoulneſſe in | | 
apparell, ſuch ſumptuouſneſſe in buil⸗ | 
ding, ſuche vnſcaſonable marrying, 

ſuch planting,ſuch building, ſuch buy- 
ing and purchaſing, ſyche raking and 
ſcraping together of wozldly pelfe, as 
t men did determine to abyde fill vp⸗ 
3 on the face of the earth, oz as if euerie 
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man did ſtriue to paſſe other in riot ⸗ 
_ ſenſualitie,q whe they haue conſumed 
them ſelues with monſtrous exceſſe in 
all pteaſure, then not contented with 
that they haue, by hoke oz by crake 
they pull from other, euen from the 
miniſters of Chꝛiſte, cuen from the 
church of God, euen from the pꝛechers 
ol the » and poze (cruantes of 
God, euen among the heathens 
haue —— had their honourable 
poztion left vnto the, UWherfoze howe 
they doe eſtemy the true wozſhip of 
God in theſe days, men do ſhew, when 
they declare ſuche impietie towardes 
his miniſters. And when they are re⸗ 
pꝛoued fo2 theſe enozmyties, it is ſo 
karre off that they doe repent and a⸗ 
mende, that they ſcoffe and ieſte, they 
rayle and ſlander, they taunte and re⸗ 
pꝛoue, as if they were at defiance with 
. God and his meſſangers, oꝛ as if they 
had made a couenant with death and 
with hell, to be out of their danger, 
But when they ſay peace, peace, all is 
ſure, then ſodainly, as Paule ſayth, 
thall deſtruction come vpon them, as 
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the Deluge did vpon the ſonnes of mi 
in the dayes of Noe,and fire from heas 
uen vpon Sodom, in the time of Loth. 
Foz euer befoze the hozrible plagues 
of God, obſtinate ſecuritie, and cons 
tempt of Gods calling, hath gone be- 
foze as a meſſanger, and ſhewed it ſelf 
in the lyfe of men. 

The fourth teſtimonie of the ſper⸗ 
dy comming of the laſt dape, is the 
wo2des of Sainte Paule. 2. Tun. z. 

| Knovveyouthis (ſapth he) that in the 
latter dayes shall be perillous times, 
for men shall be louers of them ſelues, 
couetous, boaſters, proude, blaſphe- 
mer, diſobedient to parents, vnthank- 
full, vngodly vvithout naturall affec- 
tion, truce breakers, falſe accuſers, ryo- 
tous, fierce, deſpiſers of them that are 
good, traitors, headie, high minded. lo- 
| uers of pleaſurcs , more then louers 
of God, hauing a fourme of godlines, 
but denying the povver thereof. 

Who would not thinke that Saint 
Paule did in ſpirite , fozeſ& the ma» 
ners of this tune, and theſe dapes 
C.1j, into 
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into which we are falne, and thoſe wic 
ked bices, wherwith the woꝛld is now 
ouerwhelmed. What ſtate of men is 
there in which moſt ol theſe vices doe 
not ſhew them ſelues, and that in ſuch 
maner, as neuer in any age the like: 
what llacke and cozrupt gouernment 
in Paciſtrates { what ſtubbourneſſe 
and diſobedience in ſubiectcs 2 what 
p2yde and ſelfe liking in the riche and 
wealthy 2 what ſpite and enuie in the 
poꝛe and beggerly: what loſeneſſe and 
wantounneſle in pouti, what couetouſ⸗ 
nefſe and wapwardneſſe in age? what 
cocker ing and euill enſample ok life in 
parentes 2 what onnaturalneſſe and 
vnkyndnelle in childꝛen? what heady- 
neſſe and flerteneſſe in maiſters? what 
negligence and vntruth in ſcruantes ? 
what craft, ſubtiltie, and decepte, what 
counterfayting and diſſymuling, what 
,  falſeand vniuſt dealing, almoſt in all 

men: ZTructh and ſinceritie is bany- 
ſhed, couſoning and falſhwde is eſters 
med wiſedome, and chꝛiſtian ſimplici⸗ 


tie is counted peuilhe foltte, A man 
would 
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| would in theſe dayes maruell to hears 
of that playne dealing that in old time 
hath bene. J haue hearde that the gy⸗ 
uing of a mans hande,ſhouldhaue aſ⸗ 
ſured his heart, and tyed his fayth and 
| trothe, but nowe all the bondes that 


mans wit can denife, will {cantly hold 
that whiche one couenanteth with an 
other. If there were no other argn- 
ment, but the ripeneſle that finne and 
wickedneſſe is nowe growen vnto, it 
ſhould ſufficiently pꝛoue that the glo2y 
, ofthis wozld mult ſhoꝛtly fall ⁊᷑ decay. 


There is an olde ſaying of much cre⸗ 
dite among the Jewes, and is called 
dictum domus Elie, the ſaying of the 

, ſcholeofClias,andis attributed to the 
ſonne ol the widowe, which Elias ray 

ſed from death to lyfe, The ſumme of 

tit is, that the woꝛlde ſhould remayne 
'\ fire thouſande yeres, that is t wo thous 
ſand befoꝛe the law, two thouſand vn- 

der the la we, and t wo thouſaͤnd under 
Meſſiah, The firft fonre thouſande we 
ſie by iuſt computation fulſilled befo2e 
Chziſte, ok the laſt two, one and moze 

| | C. ii. then 
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i fhen an halfe is paſſed,nowe if we call 

| _ foourremembzance, that Chziffe him 

fl ſelle hath pꝛomiſed that foz his electe 

li ſake, becauſe of the exceeding trouble, 

miſerie, and wickednelle , the latter 

dapes ſhould be ſhoztned, we ſhall caſi- 

ly gather, that the woꝛld hath not ma⸗ 

ny peres to continue, and howe fewe 

53 we ſknowe not, foz howe much oz how 

litle he will abzidge them, we are vn⸗ 
certeine, 

Nowe ſ&ing the pzofes be ſo eui⸗ 
dent, that the laſt day can not be farrs 
of ( fo2 ſeeing the figge tree leaues be 
| ſpꝛeade, Dommer mult needes be at 
| hande)the nexte is (the moꝛe to moue 
| „„ -. Ddurdullhearts)diligently to conſider, 
hoe and in what maner it ſhall be, 
r The ſtoꝛp thereof Chꝛiſt batefly com⸗ 
1 NE pꝛehendeth, Mat. 25, V Vhen the ſonne 
5 | of man(ſayth he)shall come in his glo- 
th and all the holy Angels vvith him, 
then shall he ſitte on the throne of 
his glory, and before him shall be ga- 
thered al nations, and he shal ſeparate 


them one from another, as the shep- 
heard 


U 


—_ 
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hearde deuideth his sheepe from the 
goates, and he shall ſet the sheepe on 
the right hande, but the goates on the 
left, 4 ſo foꝛth as there foloweth, Chzi- 
ſtes firſtcomming was with al mecke- 
neſſe,lowlines t᷑ ſimplitit ie, accoꝛding 
to 8 ſaying of the Pꝛophet, Behold thy 
king commeth to thee meeke, and ſit- 
teth vpon an Aſſe. Ye came then to 
ſaue ſinners, and therefoꝛe he ſhewed 
him ſelfe altogether in mercy and gen⸗ 
tleneſſe, but his latter comming ſhall 
be with great power, maieſtie and 
gloꝛp, foꝛ then he commeth as a dꝛead⸗ 
full Judge, to reward in iuſtice the vn⸗ 
repentant ſinners , that contemned 
his great mercics offered at his firſte 
comming. But let vs examine the ma⸗ 
ner of his comming ſomewhat moze | 
particularly, After thoſe ſignes and | 
tokens, that goe befoꝛe his comming | 
(whereof J haue already ſpoken)there | 
be other alſo ioyned with the verie 
time of his latter appearing, The ſun 
zhall be darkened, the moone shall loſe 
her liglit, the ſtarres shall fall from 

C. ilij. heauen, 
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heauen, and the povvers of heauen 


hall be moued, the earth ſhall burne, 
the firmament ſhall meit away, and 
the laſt trumpe ſhall blowe, and the 
voyce of the Archangell ſhal be heard, 
fummoning as it were all people, 
aud ſounding in their eares, Sargur 
mortui & venite ad nudicium, ariſe yon 
Matt.24.25 dead and come to indgement, whiche 
26. voyce D. Hierome thought he hearde 
Mar.13, euer ringing in his eares. Then ſhall 
Luke. 19. the ſonne of mi appeare in the tloudes 
with great Pateſtie as is ſapde, and 
the dead ſhall riſe, and they that be ly⸗ 
uing, in the twinckling of an eye ſhall 
be changed, and carped into the ayze to 
appeare befoze the Loꝛde, who com- 
meth to iudge the woꝛlde in ryghteoul⸗ 
nelle. 

This maner of Chꝛiſt his comming 
beſide his owne woꝛdes in ſundzie 
2. Theſ.i. plates ot the Euangeliſtes, is witnel⸗ 

ſed by d. Paule. 2. Theſ.i.VVhen the 
Lord Ieſus Chriſte shall be reuealed 
from heauen vvith the Angels of his 
povver in flaming fire rendring ven- 
geance 


| 
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geance vnto them that knovve not 
God, and that obey not the Goſpel 
our Lord Ieſus Chriſt. The very place 
whence he ſhall be reataled giveth a 
great authoꝛitie and mateſtte-vato his 
comming to iudgement trom heayen, 
ſaith S Paule, that is, from the ſeate 
and habitation of the eternall and e⸗ 
uerliuing God, where is al power, wi 
dome and iuſtice. From thence, ſaith 
he in another place , doe we looke foz 
our ſauiour, the Loꝛde Jeſu, And the 
Augell, to the Diſciples at the aſtenti⸗ 
on of Chꝛiſt, V Vhy ſtand you, ſaith 
he, gaſing vp into heauen, this ſame 
Ieſus vvhich is taken from you into 
heauen shal ſo come euen as you haue 
ſene him goe into heauen. 

And therefoꝛe all chꝛiſtians in their 
beliefe confeſſe that Chꝛiſt is aſcended 
vp into heaue,from whence, ſay they, 
he ſhall come to iudge the quickeand 
the dead. 

In the witneſſe of the Apoſtle aboue 
rchearſed the power and ende of his 
comming is noted, =—_ the ny 

v. 0 


of 


Dan. 7. 


p2eciſely noted. But of all other the 
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of his povver, ſaith . Paule, and to 


this end, That he may be reuenged on 
them that knovve not God, nor haue 


not belecued his Goſpel, Which thing 


muſte needes be molt terrible to the 
wicked, as it is in the ſame place moze 


Pꝛophet Daniel moſt gloziouſly diſcri- 
beth the maner ol his comming, I be- 
held (ſaith he)til the thrones vvere ſet 
vp, and the Auncient of dayes did ſit, 

vvhoſe garment vvas vvhite as ſnow, 

and the faires of his heade lilce pure 
vvool, his throne vvas like firie flame, 
and his vvheles as burning fire. There 
iſſued forth before him a firic {treame, 
a thouſand thouſande miniſtred vnto 
him, and ten thouſand ſtoode before 
him,the1udgment was ſet and the bo- 
kes were opened ,&c, Firſt the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet layth the Thrones vvere ſet vp, 
whereby it may appeare there be moe 
Thꝛones then one, 4 that this Judge 
hal haue a great number of aſſiſtan- 
ces to be as witneſſes of his iuſtice a- 


gainſt the wicked, and theſe ſhalbe the 
num⸗ 


— - 
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number of his ſaintes, as it is witneſ⸗ 
ſed in ſundꝛie places of the Scriptures 
Verely verely I ſaye vato you, faith 
Chaiſt, That vvhen the ſonne of man 
Shal ſit in the throne of his maieſtie, 
you that haue follovved me in rege- 
neration shal ſit alſo vpon twelue ſeats 
iudgig the tweluetribes of Iſrael. This 
iudge is noted by Daniel to be An olde 
man vvich his haire as white as vyool, 
Therby to ſigniſie the reuerence, wil⸗ 


he ca not let paſſe any thinge by igno⸗ 
rance,errour , oꝛ follye:his garmentes 
as white as ſnowe declare vnto vs 
his ſecuritie, vpꝛightnes and integritie 
in iudgement, not reſpecting anp per⸗ 
ſon no2 being cozrupted with fauour, 
hatred oz money. The firie ſtream e 
p iſſueth fozth befoze him,x the laming 
thꝛone that he ſitteth in, ſigniſie the 
dꝛeadfull foꝛce and pearſing ſtrength 
ol his iudgement which no creature 
is able to reſiſt. As fire conſumeth all 
things is conſumed of nothing, ſo doth 
the ſtraight iudgement of 1 — 

ume 


don and experiente 5 is in him. that Mat. 19. 
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ſame all the wicked of the earth, Foz 
God, as the Scriptures ſave, is a con- 
ſuming fire. 

And ths Pꝛophet Eſay ſatth , The 
Lorde shall comme in fire, and his 
chariot shall be like a vvhirle vvinde, 
that he may recompence his vẽgeance 
in his vvrath and his indignation in a 
flame ol ſire. For the Lord shal judge 
all fleshe with the fire and vvith his 
ſvvorde. The aſſiſtance of an infinite 
number of ſaints and Angels ſet foꝛth 
vnto vs the wonderfull maieſtie and 
power of the ſonne of God in iudge⸗ 


ment, fo2 if one Angell in one night 


were hable to deſtroye 185000.0f the 
| hoſt of Senacherib, of what vneſtima⸗ 
ble power is he, whichhath a thouſand 
thouſand , that is arfinfinite number 
of Angels and Archangels,of powers 
and pzinctpalities, and dominions at- 
tending on him at his commandemet 
to execute what ſoeuer iudgement he 
ſhal appoint them? The Bwokes that 
are laid open doe deſcriue vnto vs the 
detection of al mens faultes , and the 

opening 


| , 
hy 
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opening euen oftheir ſecret thoughts 
|  anddeedes. Foz the iuſtice of God hath 
kept, as it were, a perfite regiſter of al 
things eut᷑ of our idle thonhts t woꝛds 
ſo that our conſciences ſhall be at that 
day traightly burdened and charged 
with them al. 
| Not muche differinge from theſe 
won des ol the ——— of 
tion of Chꝛiſtes comming whiche @ 
John pſeth in his Kenelation, And 
fa vv heauen open and behold a white Apoca. 19. 
nhorſe and he that ſate vpon him vvas 
| called Faithful and true, and in righ- 
| teouſneshedoth iudge and make bat- 
diile, his eyes were as a flame of fire, & 
on his head were many crownes,& he 
had a name vvriten, that no man knew 
but himſelte. And he vvas cloathed in 
a veſture dieped in bloud, & his name 
zs called the vvorde of God And the 
| armies that vvere in heauen follovv- 
| edhim vpon vrhite horſes cloathed 
Vith vyhite and pure raynes. In this | 
- difcription the white hozſe ilſuing out [| 


ofheauen is the pure and ſincere docs [| 
trine 
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trine ofthe Goſpell ſent from God in 
theſe latter dayes befoꝛe the laſt ap- 
pearing of Chzilt. Foz by þ pzeaching 
of the Goſpell as by an hozſe o2 chari- 
of Chꝛiſt is caryed. He that ſitteth on 
this hozſe is Chzilt himſelfe beeinge 
faithful in all his pꝛomiſes and verie 
trueth it ſelfe, who commeth to tudge 
the woꝛld in righteouſnes and in bats 
tell by fozce of trueth to ouercome 
Antichziſt and all his enemies. Vis 
epes like flaming fire, declareth his 
w2ath and vehement diſpleaſure a⸗ 
gainſt the aduerſaries of his trueth. 
He hath many crowns vpon his head, 
to declare that he is king of kings, and 
Lo2d of Lo2des, that al power both in 
heauen and earth is giuen to him and 
that it is in his power with the crown 
of glozie to rewarde all his faithfull 
ſcruants that haue conſtantly fought 
vnder his banner againſt the deuil e 
Antichziſt. His garment dieped in 
bloud ſignifieth that the conqueſt of 
his enemies conſiſteth in his paſſion E 
ſheading of his moſt pzectous bloud, 
foz thereby ſinne was taken away 
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and the power of Satan ouerthzowen, 
The armies of heauen follovving him 
on vyhite horſes and apparelled in 
| wvhiteand pure reynes: Be the num⸗ 

ber of his ſaints and faithfull ewes 
vale 


* 


ſours of his Goſpel which in th 
bol miſerie haue conſtantly fought as 
gainſt the enemies of his trueth . The 
ſwoꝛde that iſſueth out of his mouth 
is the wooꝛde of God , and pzincipally 
| that two edged ſwozde of his ſentence 
at the latter dap, by which he ſhal pꝛo⸗ 
nounce on the one ſide, Goe ye hleſſed 
of my father & inherit the kingdome- 


that hath bene prepared for you ſince 
the foundation rhe „ cõ⸗ 
trariewiſe vnto the wicked ones on 
the left hand, depart from me ye cur- 
ſed into euerlaſting fire vvhich is pre- 
pared for the deuil and his Angels. 
By this diſeription of the laſt iudge⸗ 
ment left vnto vs by the holy Ohoſte 
| in the ſcriptures of god we may know 
that at that day we ſhal not haue to da 
with a common: fraile man, but wa 
| moſtdzeadful Lozd q terrible Judge, 5 


know⸗ | Fl 
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knoweth the verie ſecretes of mens 
heartes, and iudgeth accoꝛding to per⸗ 
fife righteoulnes: Whom (as Augu- 
ſtine ſaith) neither lauoure can per⸗ 
uert, noꝛ mercie bend, no2 money £025 
rupt,no2 ſatiſfaction and repentance 

at tyat day can af wage. 
- Whoſe beautie and bzightnello is 
ſuch, as darkeneth euen the ſtarres of 
heauen, whoſe might is ſo great as it 
melteth mountaines and the whole 
frame of the woꝛlde befoze him, whoſe 
wiſdome is ſo perfett that -by it the 
wiſeſt of the woꝛlde a ha ber 
their owne craftinefſe , whoſe paritie 
is ſo extellent, that in reſpect of if all 
things are vncleand, whole infkico is 
fo exquiſite, that the verie Angels are 
not able to abide that ſtraight mea⸗ 
ſure of it. Befoꝛe this God J ſap, be⸗ 
fo2e this Judge ſhal the whole woꝛlde 
at that day appe are, and peelde a moſt 
accompt of all dan wu, 
uer they haue done, ſpoke, oz thou 
Oh dearely beloned, let vs fs 
therefoze the counſaile of * 
ather 


preached at Lincolne. 


father Ephrem the Syzian, Pr 


mus no macula muenim int 11 i 


lo ¶ hriſti examine, &c. Let vs pꝛepare 
our ſelues that in that dꝛeadfull exa⸗ 
mination of Chꝛiſte, we may be found 


without ſpot. Foz then al our thoughts 


wozdes and derdes, ſhall be repzoued 
and conuiticedof cozruption, yea our 
idle talke, our loſe and vncomelp ge- 
ſtares, and all our ſmalleſt offences 
ſhall be lapde to our charge. Vea thoſe 
things wherein in this lyfe we did put 
our greateſt pleaſure and glozp, ſhall 
then be vnto vs our greateſt ariefe 


ftraight account with our ſelfe, fo2 as 
the ſatne father avveth, oi dura, & 
afpera & amara octurrent his qui peni- 
tentiæ tempus perdiderunt, All thinges 
ſhall be harde, grieuous and vnplea⸗ 
ſant to them that leeſe the time of their 
repentance in this life. In that dap. 
ſayth Bernarde, ſoz the wicked to hide 


them it ſhal be vn pollible, though they 
deſire the mountaines * len 05 
. al 


ano toʒment. Let vs therefoꝛe in time 
repent, and befoze hande enter into a 
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13 fall pon them, and to appeare befoze - 
} the Judge, it ſhall be vntfollerable, Foz 

in ſo great diſtrefſe their owne conſti⸗ 
ences ſhall toꝛment them, and the ſe⸗ 
cretes ot their heart ſhall vere them, 
while their owne heartes ſhall fozce 
them to be their owne accuſers, and 
with trembling ſpirits they ſhal ſtand, 
loking fo2 that moſte grieuous and 
\ Dzeadfull ſentence, Goc you curſed in- 
to cuerlaſting fire. It there be any ſo 
obſtinat, wicked, and fozloꝛne in inne, 
as he trembleth not at the cogitation 
of theſe things: Let hum imagine that 
whiche ſhall be moſt certemly true, 
that he heareth that hydeous ſounde of 
the laſt trumpe and voyce of the Ar- 
changell, ſummoning all ficſhe to the 
iudge ment ſeate of God, that he ſeth 
the heauens melting with fire, and the 
whole world burning about him, that 
abone hun he ſeth the ſonne of Cod, 
comming with the gloztous armie of 
his Saintes and Angels, that befo2e 
him he ſeth laybe open the boke of all 
bis wicked thonghtes , wozdes , and 
derdes, 


TY 
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derdes, that within him he ferleth the 


wozme of his conſcience gnawing 
with perpetual toꝛment, that beneath 
him he ſeoth hell mouth readie to ſwal⸗ 
lowe him, that he ſeeth in euery quar⸗ 
ter the Angels of God gathering toge⸗ 
ther his electe, and reiecting him as a 
wicked repꝛobate, that on his right 
and left hand he beholdeth cruel fendes 
watching vpon the ſentence of the 


ſhal be perpetual flame without quen⸗ 


ching, weeping and gnaſhing of teeth 
without end ing, darkeneſſe without 
light, griefe without caſe, ſoꝛow with⸗ 


out comfozt, where death ſhall be wi⸗ 
ſhed fo2 and neuer obteined, where 
ſhall be nothing but lothſomneſſe, hoꝛ⸗ 
roꝛ, ſtench, and that of all other ſhal be 
moſte grieuous, endleſſe ſenſe of the 
wꝛath of that God and iuoge, befozs 
whom he ſtandeth. 

This maner of iudgemenk is, as 
you ſee, moſt terrible, the {peedie apꝛo⸗ 
ching thereof is verie ccrteine » the 
ſianes and tokens can not deceiue vs, 

| D. ii. yep 
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they are bttered by the Pꝛophete of 
God, by:the Apoſtles of Chailte , by 


Chaiſte our Sauiour, by the ſpirite of 
God, by trueth it ſelfe that cannot lye, 
we therefoze 


may be well aſſured, ſee⸗ 
ing al things to be perfozmed,thatthe 
vere of dur account is nigh, that that 
dzeadfall Judge is comming, that the 
bay of Gods w2ath is at hande, and 
euen in our neckes we know not how 
ſofie, Zherefoze J moſt heartily pꝛay 
yon, and in the feare of God and loue 
of vour felues, deſire you ſpeedily to 
caſt away the care of the woꝛlde, the 
lone of the fleſhe,the delight ofſenſuall 
pleaſure and iolytie, whiche holdeth 
pour myndes in ſuche wicked and de⸗ 


tellable ſecuritie. Set befoze your eies 


the image of his comming in ſuch Pa⸗ 
ieſtie and terroꝛ, thinke you heare con- 
tinually the voyce of the Archangell 
ſounding in your cares. Jffeare of pu⸗ 
niſhment n e vou to it, he is a 


ſeuere Judge Ik aſſurante of reward 
— vou, he is a bountifull 


IC. ffo:giueneſle, befo2e 
L92d ; Jf hope of fozgt , — 
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foze, noz loſe not this time of ropes 
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hand aſked, may comfo2t you, a 
mercifull Sautour. Delap not 


tance, 

Seeing then it is molt certoin there 
ſhall be a general iudgement, and that 
the time thereof muſt naves be verys 
nighe, and that befoze a Judge of ſo 
great Paieſtie , and the examination 
and account ſo ſtraight,to al them that 
ſhall neglect the time of their repenz 
tance : It behoueth all that haue any 
ſenſe of God, to be carefull foz their 
ſaules, and to pꝛepare then ſelues fo: 
the comming of that dzeadfull daye. 
Dure pꝛeparante conſiſteth in theſe * 
thꝛer things, whereof Chꝛiſte him ſelfe Con \ 
warneth vs,Mar.13. ¶ auete, Vigilate, o- N. 
rate. Beware, watch, pꝛap. 

The firlt is eat 026866 te 
take hcde of, foꝛ feare of that danger 
that may come thereby. And what it is 
Chaiff had ſhewen a litle befo2s, Falſe 
Chriſtes (ſayth he)and falſe Prophetes Mar.13. 


Shall ryſe, and shall shevve fignes and 
vvonders to deceiue, if it vvere poſsi- 
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ble, euen the verie elect. Sed cauete, but 
take heede,, beholde, 1 haue slievven 
you all thingsbefore. This is that we 
muſte beware of in theſe latter dapes. 
Ok the like Chzilt putteth vs in mynd. 
when be ſayth in another place: Be- 
vvare of talſe Prophetes vvhich come 
vnto you in sheepes cloathing, but in- 
vvardly they arę rauening xvoulſes. 
There can no moze miſchief and dan⸗ 
ger come to the people of God, then by 
falſe and cozrupt doctrine, ſoꝛ without 
true fapth and religion, na holyneſſe of 
lyfe, ſeeme it to the woꝛlde neuer (0 
gloꝛious, can be acceptable in the fight 
of God. Among theſe falſe teachers 
pꝛincipallp we haue to take herde of 
the Papiſt, and of thoſe ſherpe ſkinnes 
wherewith ho wzappeth him ſelfe, 
leaſt we be deceiued by them let vs lift 
vp his godly apparell, and we ſhall ſe 
vnderneath, the panche of a getedie 
woulfe, and the clawes of a cruell Ly- 
on. Be not abaſhed then noz aſto⸗ 
nied, when vou heare the gadly names 
of the Catholike Church, the greate 


mul- 


cs... r 
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multitude of ſuche as be of their opint- 
on, the long continuance of many 
yeres. Fo2 if theſe had ben god groũds 
of mens conſciences, they might wil 
haue ſerued fo2 the Jewes and 
teachers, againſt the true P20 of 
God in olde time, and after foz Annas 
and Cayphas, againſt Chꝛiſt him ſelfe 
and his Apoſtles, Foz where were the 
P2ophetes ſlaine? where was Chꝛiſte 
put to death? where were the Apoſtles 
perſecuted and kylled 2 was it not in 
Jeruſalem the ciftc of God? was it not 
among the Jewes the choſen people, 
and in deede, the churche of God 2 had 
not they among them the lawe of God 
and his oꝛdinances:? did not they crye 
againſt Jeremie, the Temple of God, 
the Temple of God is with vs, we 
haue the couenant that God made to 
our fozefathers, euen as nowe the pa⸗ 


piſtes doe alledge that the Church of 


God, the Church of God is with the, 


they can not erre, they haue the pꝛo⸗ 


miſes of Chꝛiſt, that his Spirit ſhould 
neuer faple them. The falſe Pꝛophets 
D. iii]. had 
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had a thouſand, foz one that did folow 
the true Pꝛophet es. Pea, Elias thous 
that he had bene left alone. The 
bes and Phariſes in the ende had 
at number, and in derde a gene⸗ 
rall conſent in compariſon of that litle 
number and ſmall flocke that folowed 
Chzifte and his Apoſtles, Therefoze 
take heede of theſe things, y you be not 
miſcaried by them, they are but lambe 


ſkinnes, wherein the wolle of Rome 


bydeth him ſelfe to deceiue ther. Nemt⸗ 
ber that all which ſay they haue Abza- 
ham to their father, are not by and by 
the true ſerde of Abzaham. Remember 
that the Scribes and Phariſes ſome⸗ 
time (it in Poles chapꝛe, and beare the 
countenance of thelawe of God, Re- 
member that Saint Paul telleth the 
and doth giue the warning, that the 
ſonne of perdition, Antichziſt him ſelf 
ſhoulde in the latter dayes fit in the 


Temple, that is, the Churche of God. 
Remember that the ſame Paule tel⸗ 
leth foz certeintie, that in the latter 


dayes should come certeine ne 
the 
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the doctrine of deuils, hamngetheir 
conſciences marked with an hot iron, 
forbidding to marrie and to cate ſuch 
eats as God hath prepared to be re- 
ceiued vvith thankeſgiuing. | 

Conſider whether he Pope hath foz- 
bidden Pꝛieſts to marrie, and denoun⸗ 
ced it a grieuous ſinne if men doe eate 
fleſh vpon certeine dapes, and then ga⸗ 
ther whether they be the Churche of 
Chꝛiſt, oꝛ vnder that colour in deed the 
Synagogue of Antichziſt. Dh lay they 
the doctrine of the Goſpel now taught 
is a new doctrine neuer heard of in p 
Church beſoꝛe theſe late yeres , This 
is not a ſheepe ſkinne(god people)but 


it is a vemmous tuſke of a popionous 


Boꝛe with blaſphemous lying, ſtriken 
into the Goſpell of Chꝛiſte thereby to 
wounde it, and make it hatefull. But 
the Goſpel that we teache is the ſame 
Goſpel that was firit from the begin- 
ning by the @pirit of Godreueiled fo 
the Patriarkes, and P2ophets, and 
after ſpzed into the wozide by Chzilk 
bimſelfe and his Apoſttes.®o that our 
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dockrine is as auncient as tbe Pꝛo⸗ 
# phets, as Chꝛiſt himlelfe , as his Apo⸗ 
3 tles, vca, as the woꝛlde is auncient. 
1 Foꝛ it pꝛoceeded from God hunſelfe 
at the beginning, when he ſpake to the 
Serpent and ſayd, That the ſeed of the 
vvoman should breake the head of the 
Serpent, That is, that the true Meſli- 
ali ſhould tome dt the ſ&de of the wo⸗ 
man, and deſtrop the kingdome of 
lune and Satan. This Goſpell was 
renued vnto Abzaham, and confirmed 
with the ſeale of circumciſion , When 
he ſaid, In thy ſcede all the nations of 
the earth shalbe bleſſed, &c. This Gos 
ſpell was pꝛeached by Father Jacob, 
Gen.49. in his death bedde ſaping,Thisſcepter 
5 Shal not depart from Iuda, &c. Vatill 
Silo come & he shal be the expectatiõ 
5 of the Gentiles. This Goſpel pꝛeached 
1 Poles alſo, Ihe Lord thy God (faiths 
8 he) to the childꝛen ol Jſrael, shall rayſe 
Deut. 18. vp to thee a Prophet out ot thine own 
[| people, and from among thy brethren 
+ and him shalt thou heare. This Goſs 
pe! was renued by God himſelfe vnto 
F Dauid 


| 


"1 
f 
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Dauid molt emdently, and afferward | 
by al the Pꝛophets, Eſaie, Ieremie, E- 
zechiel, Danicl, andal the reſidue, So 
that our doctrine and the Goſpel that 
we pꝛeache (as J haue ſaid) is as aun 
tient as the Apoſtles, as the Pꝛophets 
and Patriarkes, as the woꝛlde it ſelfe 
is auncient. 

Foz our Goſpell is none other but 
this,that we haue remiſſton'of finnes; 
and are reconcyled to the fangnre of } 
Godonelp by Chꝛiſt and by his death, 
that he.onelp is the mediatour and ins 
tercoſſour betwene God and vs. That 
be onely is ppopitiation and full ſacri- 
fi ce foʒ our finnes; that by him onely 
we be made the childꝛen of God, and 
heires of eternal lyfe. All doctrines as 
greeing with this we receins, all yocs 
trines repugnant to this we reiette c 
ſap with D. Ambꝛoſe. Qnecargue Um. 
tus non dlociiit iure damnamus Alhat⸗ 
ſoeuer Ch2ilt hath not taught we iult⸗ 
ly and wozthily condemne. Thereſdze 
doe we iuſtly condenine the moſt part 
ofthe papiſtical doctrine as newe and 
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 phantaſtical , becauſe it doth not agr 
with this auncient Goſpell of — 
vrtered from the beginning by God 
himſelfe, but reſteth vpon the obſer⸗ 
uation oł mens traditions, and vn⸗ 
waiten verities, deuiſed within the 
ſpace ofa fewe hundzedyeres vtterly 
againſt and beſide the wo2de o God. 
Satan in theſe latter dapes to wozke 
ſuſpition to the doctrine of the Goſpel 
at this tune by Gods great godneſfſe 
renewed, hath raiſed alſo manie other 
peruerſe and wicked teathers, as the 
Arrians denying the deitie of Chaiff, 
The Anabaptiſtes,beſide manic other 
errours impꝛoouinge the grace and 
| ſtrength of baptiſme in infants . The 
'Ribert ines diſſolutag all true confeſ- 
fron of faith and p2actiſe of godly life, 
The familtars of louc in whome Sa- 
tan turneth himſelfe into an Angel of 
hight, and vnder p2etence of holy life 
bʒingeth in molt pernitious errours 
and hereſies. Therefoze, I ſays vnto 
you of al theſe, beware, and take herde 
that von be not ſeduced, 1 
you 


tontrarie to that ſecuritic and cares 
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pour conſciences vpon that ſure foun⸗ 
dation and ſtronge rocke of Chziſtes 
Goſpell whereof befoze J haue tolde 


you. 
Che next parte of our pzeparance Mat. 24.2. 
is. Vgilue, which pꝛetept Chzilt,often Mat. z. 
and in ſundzie places repeateth. B. Luk. 12. 2r. 
Peter alſo Sobr:;) eftote & vigilate, Be ſo . Pet. 5. 
ber and vvatche, and e Paule, vvatch 1. Cor. 16. 
and be ſtronge in faith, to the Theſ. 1. Theſ. 5. 
Let vs vvatch and be ſober. To watch 
is to be carefull and diligent, vtterly 


leſſe wꝛetchedneſſe wherewith the 
woꝛlde at this dape is ouerwhelmed, 
dꝛowned as it were in the delights 
and tuſtes of wozldly pleaſures. We 
are willed therefoze to caſt away this 
ſinfull ſecuritie, and to haue 2 
neſt care of our ſelues. Well ſaith 

Chꝛiſoſt. Decer nos eſſe ſobrios & vigiles in Gen c. a 
Cc. It becommeth vs to be ſober and 

vvatchful and to haue a perpetual and 

continuall care of our ſoules . For it is 

the part of a Chriſtian alvvay to ſtand 


in battaile againſt the luſtes of the 
fleſhe, 
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flesh, and that the louers & preachers 
of our Lord and maſter thould alvvay 
ring in our cares. And againe, Omnes 
vor viguare & ſobrios eſſe oportet, ec. 
It behoueth you al to vvatche and be 


ſober and neuer to ſleepe in fecuritie. 
Becauſe there is no ſet time vvhen our 


enemie vvil aſlault vs. Therefore let 


vs alvvay be vvatchful, let vs alvvaye 
be caretull of our ſaluation and ſo vve 
shall neuer bee taken vpon the ſo- 
dame, 

Chꝛiſt our Sauiour teacheth vs 


how we ſhould watch and after what 


maner we ſhould be in reavineſſe, Let 
your loy nes be girded about you and 
your lights burning in your handes 
and ye your ſelues be like vnto men 
that vvaite for the comminge of their 
Lord, vvhen he vvill returne from the 
vvedding, that vvhen he shall come 
and knocke they may open vnto him 
immediatly. Happy are thoſe ſeruants 
vvhom, d e Lord commeth, he 
shal find vvaking. Inthat he ſaith we 
muſt haue our loynes girded, he _ 
E 
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keth after the maner of the Eaſt conns 
trepes where they vſe long garments. 
and when they goe any tourney, they 
girde themſelues and truſſe their gar⸗ 
mets about them that they may tours 
ney moze haſtely andreadily, By this 
therefoze we are taught that in this 
woꝛlde and vale of miſerie we are but 
as pilgrimes and wayfaring men, and 
as Paule ſaith, haue no citie nor place 
long to abide in, Foz our countrey & 
dwelling plate is in heauen, whente 


we lake fo2 our Loꝛd and Sauiour 


Chzilt Jeſu. V Ve be citizens of Hea- 
uen and of the housholde of God: 
Mhere we belieue aſſuredlp ſoʒ ener 
to dwel. Wle muſt therefoze caſt away 
the loue, the c are, and y remembꝛance 
of this life, e dayly go on in our way to 
heauen there to eniop the heritage of 
that kingdome where Chziſt our Das 
uiour after his reſurrection and aſcen⸗ 
tion hath taken poſſeſſion to our bes 
houfe . Fo2 as he naturally, ſo we by 
adoption are heires of Ctcrnall life, 


So long therefoze as we be here going 
on 


AY 
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on our tourney we muſt remember 
S. Paules counſaile,that is, That the 
time of this life is short, and therefore 
they vvhich haue vviues muſt bg as if 
— oy none, and they that veepe 
as though they vvept not, and they 
that laugh as though they laughed 
not, and they that vſe this vvorldeas 
though they vſed it not. Whereby it 
is ment that we mult vſe the things 
of this life onely of neceſſitie fo2 the 
time, and that neither aduerſitie oz 
weping,noz pzoſperitie and laughing 
no2 marriage,no2 the pleaſures and 
poſſeſſions of this life, ſhould fo occu- 
py our hearts, that they ſhoulde make 


vs to foꝛget our countrepe and king⸗ 
paſſinge 


dome vnto whiche we are 
though the wilderneſſe of this wicked 
and ſinful woꝛlde. Our Conuerſation, 
as Paule ſaith, should be in heauen, | 
t our whole oꝛ pꝛintipall care ſhoulde 
be vps heaoenly things, neither mult 
p immoderate lone of this wozldcanſe 
vs ouer gredelp to loke back fo the de⸗ 
lights pleaſures therof, as Lot. = 


? 


| tecteanda light vnto my ſteppes. By 
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did to Sodom, leaſt as ſhe was turned 
to a Salt tone without ſenſe, No the 
iuſt iudgement of God dae caſt vs ol 
as remohates and turne us into ſtony 
hearts that (hal haue no ſenſe of God 
and godlineſle , let vs thereſoꝛe guide 
our ſelues and go on conſtantlyin aur 
purpoſed iournep. But vve mult haue 
light in our handes, that is, we muſt 
haue the knowledg of Gods holy woa 
and our mindes muſt be diligentiy in⸗ 
ſtructed therewith. Foz that is the 
light that doth teache and inſtruct vs 
and in deve truelp directe vs which 
way we ſhal take to heaue; Thy word 
(ſaith Dauid) Is a Lanterne vnto my 


the woꝛde of God onely we are direc⸗ 
ted the true way. If we be guided by 
the duſkie light ot mans reaſon; vn⸗ 
doutedly we ſhall wander out of the 
wap, and take ſame bye path that ſhal 
lead vs to sternall perdition. This 
light of Gods wo2de we may not cas 
ric in our monthes, no2 ſet on our 
E.. beads, 


Mat. 2c. 


ry man carefully to walke in his cal⸗ 
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hcades,no2zhange on our girdles, but 


we muſt carie it in dur hands, that is, 
it muſt appeare in cur lines and ſhew 
it ſelfe in our woꝛkes and doings ac- 
toꝛding to that Chꝛiſt ſaith, Let your 


light ſo sh ine before men that they 


may ſee your good vvorſees and glori- 


fie your father that is in heauen . And 
ſurely if we haue the right vſe to fade 
the lampe it will vndoubtedly burne 
and with faire light ſhew it ſelfe, that 
is if thꝛough Gods god ſpirit wozking 


in vs by his holy wozde we come in a 


right and true faith in the pꝛomiſes of 
God;certeinly it willſhine in cur life 
and with great bꝛightneſſe ſet foozth 
the cnloztc of God. T his oile becauſe 
the holp virgines lacked, & hav not in 
readineſſe, when the Loꝛde came ſo- 


dainelp in the night, the doze ofeter- 


nal life was ſhut againſt them, they 
excluded vnto perpetuall darkenelle 
where is werpinge and gnaſhinge of 
teeth. Weonght therefoze attoꝛding 
to the direction of this true light tue⸗ 


ling 
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ling. and as god and diligent ſeruants 
with al obedience doing thoſe things 
that the Loꝛde hath appointed, as to 
loke foʒ his comming, becauſe, as is 
befoze declared, he wil come ſodainel y 
at that houre that we thinke not. we 
muſt be ready to open whenſoeuer he 
knocketh. He knocketh by the pꝛea⸗ 
ching of his holy woꝛde and calling to 
repentance, he knocketh by ſignes and 
tokens from heauen, he knocketh by 
troubles and afflictions, he knocketh 
by ſickeneſſe, laſtly ot al he knocketh 
by death. Whenſocuer he knocketh to 
come in, and dwel in our hearts, if we 
open not it is dangerous, but if we o⸗ 
pen not when he knocketh laſtly by 
ſicknefſe and death, vndoubtedlp he 
then palleth from vs foꝛ euer, and leas 
ucth vs as the poſſeſſion of Satan to 
eternal fire pꝛepared foz him & his An⸗ 
gels. But it 1s exceding perilus to defer 
p opening of y gates of our hearts vn⸗ 
til that 5 laſt pinch, fo2 litle know we 
whether God will ſaffer vs then to be 
bable to open, ſeeing we haue ſooften 
C. ij. be⸗ 


Fenn. 
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 befozeeithernegligently oz ftubburn 
ly obltinatoly refuſed to open 


5 and 
whehehathby al loning meanes ten- 
derty and mercifully called and knoc- 
_ tome in. 
laſt pꝛeparation is to pray. U. 
Eilate, faith Chzit, c ore, VVatche 
— — — enter into tentati- 

Pare llattering the fleſhe 
— 9 and — inu⸗ | 
a roaring lyon going about & 
ſeeking vvhom — ei 
chen our enemies beſo ſtrong and we 
fo weake a feeble, it behoueth vs con⸗ 
kinually to cal foz helpe where it is to 
be had. But euerie good thing, and e- 
uerie gratious giſt commeth from a- 
boue from the father of lightes. This 
father of lights is þ eternal God þ fa- 
ther or our Loꝛde Jeſus Chꝛiſt, of this 
father therefoze we mult by moſt ear- | 
neſt and contitmal p2ayer deſire alli⸗ 


ſtante and the ſtrength of his holy ſpi⸗ 
rit to helpe vs that we be not tar ied 
awap from the carefull cogitation of 


our ducties by the allurements 


ok the 
deuill, 
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deuil, the ſieſh, and the wo2ide, Moc 
thely ſaith that gad father and ar ⸗ 
tyꝛ Ciprian-/ncunb amus gemitibus aſe Lib. i. epi. i 
claus, & Let vs be carneſ Wich con- 
tinual — 22 oſten prayers, ſor 
 thole are the heauenly armour that 
malee vs to ſtand ſtrongly & valiantly 
to cõti new, thoſe are the ſpiritual wea- 
pons that do defend & ſauo vs. And as 
gaine, Let vs aske & vve shal receiue, 
And if there shal be any delay or tary- Lib. 4. epi. 
ing , becauſe vve haue gricuouſly of- 4. 
fended, let vs knocke and the doore of 
Gods mercifull goodneſſe shalbe ope 
ned, eſpecially if vve knocke at the 
doore vvith prayers, groninges and 
bitter teares vvherein alſo vve mult 
abide and continvve. Let vs therfaze 
continually lifte vp the handes and 
armes ol aur harts vnto God, as Mo- 
ſes did his armes in the battaile be- 
tweene Jfrael and the Amalachites: 
and then, in that frong battaile that 
is within vs betwene the ſpirit and 
the fleſhe vndoubtedly the ſpirit ſhall 
vanquich eonercome , but if we faynt 
E. ii. and 
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tommeth to the wicked as a dzeadful 
And terrible iudge, ſhall come to vs as 
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and holde downe our handes, ſurelp 
our enemies wil wax euery day ſtron⸗ 
ger then other, and ſo at the laſt giue 
vs the onerthzowe. Let vs not fainte 
there foꝛe but pzaye continually vnto 
God, in the name of Chꝛiſt Jeſt our 
Loꝛd. Thus if we doe as men wel pze-. 
pared, we ſhal abpde, warily, watche-: 
fully, and conſtantly lokinge-foz the 
laſt comming of our god Rode and 
Chzift to iudgement. And then he that 


a vountifut Daniour and redeemet, as 
in whoſe merite and Paſſton we haue 
alway put our whole truſt and confi- 
dence, though that daye be ta the wic- 
ked ſo terrible as befoze I haue deſcri⸗ 
ned, pet it ſhal be to vs the dayc a dur 
chiefeſt ioye and comfozt , and there⸗ 
foze our Sauiour Chaiſt willeth: vs 
when the ſignen ar that day be rome. 
to lift vp our theades becauſei our re 
demption is at hand. Foz then oe ſhal 
not onely be deliuered from all thoſe 
arllictions, troubles : 1 11 
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in the cant inuance of this fraile woꝛld 
we haue ſuftered, but alſo we ſhall be 
by him adiudged to the fruition and 
enioping of that heritage whiche he 
hath purchaſed foz vs by his bloud: 
wherefoze the greater that the maie⸗ 
ſtie of his comminge is, the greater 
confirmation ſhall it be to our fapth. 
Foꝛ therin we ſhal both acknowledge 
the trueth of his woꝛde, who long be⸗ 
foe hath tolde vs it ſhaulde be ſo, and 
alſo we ſhall euidently:ſe , that he is 
that mightie Lozdc and God, that, ac⸗ 
— his pꝛomiſe, is able to per⸗ 
fozme all that he hath ſayde;and vffers 
ly to vanquiſh, ſubdue, and treade vn⸗ 
der fote,all theſe powers, whatſoeuer 
p are enemies to his electe and choſen 
flocke, The wozlde they ſer de ſtroyed 
befoze them: death ended and conſu⸗ 
med, ſinne confounded, Satan and all 
bis powers euen at the laſt caſt, and 
looking pzeſently to be thzowen into 
that lake of fire, that is pꝛepared foz 
him and fo2 his angels, Whe we haue 
then nothing to feare, howe ſhould we 
C.iiti. not 
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not be in moſte perfite toy, Al thoſe 
things bꝛerd comfozt tothe godly, that 
cauſe terrour to other, Zhoughthe ex- 
aminat ion x account be boric freight, 
though Satan ſhall lap befoze vs the 
bake of our own conſciences to accuſe 
vs, we ſhal eaſily viſdurd# our ſelues, 
by acknowledging the things, and dy 
- c6frfſing that there is in our ſelues no 
iuſtice in confivence , when we dare 
that dap ſland in iudgement, and that 
oure whols truſt and confibence, is in 
the innocent death of that immacu⸗ 
late Lambe, that dyed to fakeaway 
the ſinnes of the whole wozlde: and 
fo2 aſſurance thereof, wo ſhall ſhews 
acquittances of his moſt bleſſed pꝛo⸗ 
miſes, and tpon them with the hande 
of our fayth,layſure hold. Foz he hath 
ſayde, God ſent not his ſonne into the 
vvorlde to iudge the yvorld, but that 
the vyorldeghoulde be ſaued by him. 


He that beleeueth in him is notiud- 
ged. And agayne. So God loucd the 
vvorld, that he gaue his only begotten 


ſonne, that vvho ſo euer doth belecue 
on 
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on him, should not perishe, but haue 
Iyfe euerlaſting. And agayne, He that 
heareth my vvorde, and belecueth in 
him that ſent me, hath life euerlaſtimg, 
and commeth not into judgement. 
but paſſeth from death to life. And if 
Satan ſhall lay any falle thing vnto 
vs, oꝛ charge vs with the weatnefſe of 
our fapth : to oure vnoſtimadie conv 
fot; ws Hall ſ on onr right hande as 
it wers the fruntes of our faith, ſhe⸗ 
wed in eh2iffian tharitie, which the 
iudge him ſcife (ſhall not onelp teſti⸗ 
fic to be done, but acknowledge them 
to be done vnto him ſelfe, by ſaying, 
I vvas hungry, and ye gaue me to cate, 
T vvas thirſtie, and ye gaue me to 
drinke, I vvas a ſtranger, and you in- 
terteyned me, &c. So often as you did 
one of theſe things to the ſmalleſt of 
your brethren, I acknovvledge it to 
be done vnto my ſelfe. And therefoꝛe 
we ſhall toyfully loke foꝛ that bleſſed 
and comfoztable ſentence : Come ye 
bleſſed of my father, and enter into 
the kingdom that is prepared for you, 

a E. v. before 
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before the beginning of the vvorlde, 
there ſhall we till beholde, as Baſile 
ſapth, the numbers of Angels, the af- 


of the Apoſtles, the th2ones of the P20 
phetes,the ſcepters of the Patriarkes, 
the crownes of the Party2s, the pꝛap⸗ 
ſes ofthe iuſt. Pea, there ſhall we poſs 
ſeſſe ſuche ioyes, as neythereye hath 
ſcene,no2 eare hath hearde,noz tongue 
can tell, noz penne is able to expꝛeſſe, 
vnto which endleſſe joyes, our Load - 
and Sauiour Chziſte bꝛing vs, 
to whome with God the 
Father and the holig 
Ohoſt be al ho⸗ 
nour. c. 
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ſemblyofour firſt Fathers, the ſeates 
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